AUTHORITY, RESPECT, AND GENERATIONAL HARMONY
Discussion/Reflection Guide 

November 5, 2006 Sunday Teaching by Jeff Reed

Oakwood Road Church, Ames, Iowa

Guide prepared by Steve Kemp

1.
Authority and Autonomy
During an election week like this, Americans tend to celebrate our individual rights in a democratic society.  Discuss your general disposition toward authority.  Does it tend to be positive or negative?  

Use Jeff’s questions to address your perspective on authority:

· What is the primary authority in your life and who is that person?

· Is your response to authority damaging any of your relationships?  Is it producing conflict?

· Is it eroding the trust of those around you?

· Is your generation gap “gaping?”

· Is respect for authority crossing these great divides?

2.
Indispensable Leaders

Leaders are indispensable for a nation to endure from generation to generation.  Without them, evil men will arise and take control for their own purposes.  They will gain through corruption and taking advantage of the poor and needy.  A nation must have authority and leaders who provide vision and counsel.  20:8, 26; 28:12, 28; 11:14; 29:18; 29:4,14; 28:15–16
If you have guests from another part of the world, you might invite them to share their insights and perspectives.  However, be sensitive in your interaction because some of them don’t like to have their cultures characterized by corruption and they may be concerned that it is all that Americans hear about their countries.  The point is to understand that in the absence of leaders, corruption and oppression flourishes.

3.
Righteous Leaders

Not only must a nation have authority, it is crucial that a nation has righteous authority, which must begin at the top with the key leader.  Without that the ministers will become corrupt, the wicked will not be sifted out, and the people will suffer greatly.  16:12; 20:8; 20:28; 25:4; 29:12
Discuss the importance of leaders to act righteously.  Try to identify those things in a culture that support righteous leadership, even though it is not necessarily Christian.  Consider how this happens in various cultures.  Read several of these proverbs and use them to evaluate leadership in the nations represented in your group.
4.
The Sovereign Leader
As part of a nation, we must assume that God   is sovereign over all nations and their leaders.  Therefore, we must ultimately trust in Him to work His purposes through our leaders and do our part to live justly, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with God.  21:1; 16:9–10; 11:10–11; 29:7, 26; 28:25–26; 29:23, 25
What does it mean to be a citizen of a nation on earth as well as a citizen of Heaven?  In what ways does being a citizen of Heaven make you a stronger citizen of a nation on earth?  In what ways are they in conflict?  In what ways do you tend to look to nations for sovereign leadership that belongs only to God?

5.
Righteous Citizens
Living as a righteous citizen includes such things as showing respect to our leaders; becoming skillful in our work; concern for the rights of the poor; living peacefully with our neighbors, our masters, and as far as possible, with our enemies.  29:7; 23:10–11; 22:29; 25:21–22; 16:7; 25:8–10; 27:18; 24:21; 25:6–7; 22:11
Use the list of items above to consider your role as a citizen.  In which areas do you function best?  Where do you struggle?  What are the points of tension where it becomes difficult to live as a righteous citizen?  Discuss how to make decisions and live righteously in these difficult situations.

6.
Generational Leaders

A crucial part of our responsibility is to use our homes to build a godly heritage.  Although each generation takes on a character of its own (a generation can very easily turn towards evil), righteous living will eventually exalt a nation.  Even if we live under corrupt leaders or are part of an evil generation, we can look forward to a future justice in His kingdom.  31:11–31; 29:15, 17, 26; 14:34; 11:10–11; 28:12, 28

Read several of the proverbs to help you think intergenerationally.  Discuss the differences in cultures with regard to the matter of generational relations.  Also, consider how “generation gaps” have become such a significant part of American culture.  Is it inevitable to have a generation gap in your family?  How can you lessen the gap?  What is the role of multiple generations in the development of each individual in a family?  And what is the unique role of family leaders?
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___ Do I understand and appreciate the importance of good governmental leaders?





___ Do I understand and appreciate the importance of authority?





___ Am I committed to contributing to good government by how I live my life as a citizen?





___ As a leader, am I maintaining humility?





___ Am I able to rest in God’s sovereignty over the nations, regardless of the present government, and live justly and love kindness?





___ Do I respect governing authorities in my life?





___ Am I living harmoniously in community?  at my workplace?  with my neighbors? with my employer?





___ As far as possible, am I at peace with my enemies?





___ Do I understand generational issues?





___ Am I able to relate across generations?  





___ Am I building intergenerational harmony?  





___ As a leader, am I investing in developing leaders for the next generation?
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