DISCOVERING, MASTERING, AND PASSING ON YOUR CRAFT

Discussion/Reflection Guide 

September 24, 2006 Sunday Teaching by Jeff Reed

Oakwood Road Church, Ames, Iowa

Guide prepared by Steve Kemp

Psalm 127, 128, Deut 7:9, Ex 20:5-6.

Changing world of work.

Frameworks

Retirement

Psalm 90

Implications.

Completing our answer
Meaning of “thousand”
1.
Biblical Perspectives.

Our Scriptural point of reference this week comes from wisdom passages outside the book of Proverbs.  Read and meditate on Psalm 127, Psalm 128, Deuteronomy 7 (esp. v. 9), and Exodus 20 (esp. vv. 5-6).  Focus on God’s perspective on your life and the place of one generation in the grand scheme of generations.  Reflect on how different is this perspective from the way that we tend to live our lives with a focus on immediate interests and self-interests.  Commit yourself to God’s interest in “prospering Christianity.”
2.
JobShift.
Describe what you see in terms of jobshift in our culture.  How have you experienced the impact of a shift away from the job paradigm in which you have “a job” to a post-job paradigm in which you have a “portfolio of jobs?”  Is this a phenomenon that you are experiencing in significant ways or is it still a prediction that hasn’t really landed on you yet?  
What are the implications of jobshift?  What impact is it likely to have on you, your family, and our church?  What opportunities are made available through jobshift?  In what ways is the jobshift paradigm conducive for living out biblical teaching?

3.
Re-tired.

My father loved to say that “I’m not retired, I’m recycled!”  He got a “retirement job” at his retirement banquet that he kept for 15 years.  He had spent most of his life as a high school teacher, but spent the last years of his life helping high school dropouts earn their GEDs.  In my mind, he exemplified this aspect of continuing his lifework after his formal retirement.  Who in your life illustrates this concept well?  Discuss the options our culture gives us with regard to retirement.  What is appropriate in terms of enjoying retirement life, but also taking seriously lifework as a lifelong endeavor?

The term “re-tired” may have various connotations.  Jeff used it to refer to “retreading” tires for continued use, even after the original tread has been worn down.  Most truck tires get many more than a single use.  How does this image help you conceptualize how you are to approach the craftsmanship of your life?
Perhaps you read the term “re-tired” and think of getting tired again!  Discuss the burden that it might be for some to think about retirement as a time that might be characterized by being tiring, not relaxing.  What are the tradeoffs in terms of “enjoyment?”  What might need to be given up to follow-through on this lifework orientation?  What is gained?

4.
Frameworks.
Reflect on the difference between wisdom’s view and our culture’s view of life and work:


[image: image1]

[image: image2]
Discuss the implications for young adults, parents, older adults, and single adults.  Pay special attention to the social roles of the actual members of your group.  Don’t just talk generally about the subject, but make sure that you are dealing with the points of tension.  How does your own cultural background and convictions resist moving in a more wisdom-oriented direction?

5.
Completing Our Answer
Around ORC, we sometimes seem better at raising questions than providing answers.  Over the last three weeks, we have been building a basic answer (wisdom is skill in living and is the same stuff that makes up our skill in our work), expanding our answer (God intends the family to be a prosperous, intergenerational unit that is central to His purposes), and completing our answer (each of us needs to excel in our work as a foundation for building prosperous households).

Consider which model of a prosperous household fits your situation:  Extended, Partner, Diaspora, or Single Household.  How might you take steps forward with regard to building prosperous households?  Here are the parts of a plan that Jeff mentioned:

1.  pooled giving

2.  inheritance discussions

3.  expanding family enterprises

4.  professional help to pay less taxes

5.  start a “giving fund” (NRC) or a family foundation

6.  share vision/need with benefactor relatives

7.  creative use of IRA, retirement monies

8.  improve job situation—2-year plan in 7th Priority Portfolio

As we finish this first section of the Sunday morning teaching series, use this time to review your own situation, make plans, and take tangible steps forward.
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Do and see the things always wanted to, luxury, golf/bridge, kids have own life, RETIREMENT





Bigger and bigger homes,  more toys, give kids what they want (so they can focus on education)





College (last shot at fun), begin a career—job sets location


(pay for kids college so they can focus on education) 





Toys, entertainment and a positive self image (focus on education not work)





Later Adulthood





Middle Adulthood





Early Adulthood





Childhood and


Adolescence





Our Cultural Framework of Work





Prov. 20:29





Splendor of old men—gray hair





Glory of young men—strength





A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children,                          And the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the righteous.


          Proverbs 13:22


Children’s children are a crown to the aged,                and parents are the pride of their children.


         Proverbs 17:6                             





By wisdom a house is built,                             And by understanding it is established;                       And by knowledge the rooms are filled,                             With all precious and pleasant riches.


            Proverbs 24:3–4


She sets about her work vigorously                               her arms are strong for her tasks.                                 	Proverbs 31:17





I passed by the field of a sluggard….


   Proverbs 24:30–34


In all labor there is profit                        But mere talk leads only to poverty.


   Proverbs 14:23





Prepare your work outside, And make it ready for yourself in the field,           Afterwards then build your house.


             Proverbs 24:27


Do you see a man skilled in his work?                         He will stand before kings, he will not stand before obscure men. 


            Proverbs 22:29
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Wisdom’s View of Work





Focused Lifework,


Mentoring, and Heritage Issues





Prospering in


Work and


Strengthening


Financial 


Foundations





Working Hard


and Building


Financial 


Foundations





Developing a Good Work Ethic and Becoming Responsible


Stewards





Later Adulthood





Middle Adulthood





Early Adulthood





Childhood and


Adolescence








