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1.
ORC Skillful Life Training

Jeff’s message was an introduction and explanation of what we are going to do as a church for the next 9 months related to equipping you for ministry through the development of the habits of skillful living.  There was a lot of material in the message and there are lots of parts to what we are doing as a church.  Use this week’s Midweek to make sure that you have an accurate understanding of the big picture.  Discuss what is going to take place on Sundays (new class on LifeN, messages on 65 Categories), individually and in homes (further work on individual proverbs), Midweeks (discussion of work on individual proverbs and support of each other in development of skillful lives), SIMA (March 2007 events and 3 year plan), Summer focus on LifeWork reviews, and the increasing role of Midweek leaders as coaches who help the members of their groups participate and benefit from this training.

2.
Making Commitments
It is one thing to understand the plan, but quite another to be committed to it.  The best place to start in terms of making commitments may be Jeff’s 3 questions:

· Do you want your life to really count for eternity?

· Do you want to live your life to the fullest?

· Do you want your life to have permanent, intergenerational fruit?

Don’t rush right past these questions.  We know what the “right” answers are.  Yet, if they are not truly commitments that we have made, then we are unlikely to proceed or proceed successfully during the next 9 months.  Of course, there may be reticence about the work or a shortage of full understanding of what it all means, but a recognition that God has called us to fear Him and pursue wisdom must be at the core of our spiritual lives.
Then, we need to proceed to make commitments to the opportunities for development that God has given us as a church.  

3.
Identifying Obstacles

Along with making commitments, it is probably necessary to identify some of the obstacles that are likely to get in the way of making and fulfilling commitments.  For instance, some may need to rethink their understanding of what church and/or wisdom really is.  Clearly, church is not just about coming together for worship and inspiration.  It is about personal and community development with a view of doing ministry throughout all aspects of life.  Wisdom is not just what naturally accumulates as you go through life.  Biblical wisdom is a higher standard that is revealed in God’s Word and developed only through intentional effort in response to the revelation of God and through His power.
Other obstacles may be in your situation in life.  Time commitments and priorities may have to be rearranged in order to put first things first.  You may also have already developed habits personally or as a family that are not leading to the development of skillful life.  

Use this time to identify and discuss those things that must be addressed in order to follow through on the commitments necessary to pursue wisdom.

4.
Find Motivation

Hopefully, you find substantial motivation in the simple opportunity of doing something God wants you to do.  It is also nice to find motivation in the actual process itself.  You may want to look at the 65 categories of proverbs and identify specific or general areas where you are really looking for help.  It may be related to you personally, to your life situation, or to someone for whom you are helping in development.  Let the attractiveness of the biblical wisdom itself draw you toward the good things that God wants to accomplish through this process.

Recognize that this is what God designed you to do.  Biblical wisdom is to be the norm and it fits alongside the unique way that God has made each person.  It is attainable.  The goal is not some sort of unattainable perfection, but the development of dominant patterns in our lives that correspond with the way that God designed us and the world in which we live.  However, it is not necessary easy, but takes conscious and deliberative effort as individuals, families, and as a church family.  Doing this sort of thing is at the core of what a church is all about.  Thus, much of our longterm motivation will come from the relationships in the church, particularly the shepherding of groups by Midweek leaders.

5.
Make Plans
It is important to make plans this week so that you are ready for next Sunday’s message.  Consider how you are going to proceed in terms of your own consideration of the further study of proverbs.  Build some space for your family and/or spiritual partners to work together to support each other in this 9 month venture.  Make a new commitment to Midweek where you will be able to participate, receive support, and accountability.

Also, begin making your plans for the upcoming months, especially regarding the SIMA weekend on March 22-24, 2007.  This may mean exploring more of what SIMA is all about or just saving the money and time to participate.

Make plans as a Midweek also.  How are you going to proceed with the follow-ups to the Sunday teaching?  We will have suggestions for you, but some of the best processes are likely to emerge from the development that is already taking place in your group and among the members of your group.  You may also need to make some changes, such as giving a more concerted time to prayer for the development of wisdom in your Midweek.
