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1.
Read Proverbs 30.

Proverbs 30 is a very unusual part of the book of Proverbs.  Sometimes, you need to read it quite a bit before it really sinks in.  Yet, Proverbs 30 serves a crucial function of helping us transition from understanding the nature of wisdom (Proverbs 1-9), understanding the content of wisdom (Proverbs 10-29), and living exemplary lives of wisdom (Proverbs 31:10-31).  At the foundation of living wisely is a humility that is expressed in Agur’s recognition of his need for wisdom (30:1-3).  Read Proverbs 30 several times, perhaps even aloud in your group in order to let the words and concepts of Scripture speak to you.

2.
Ideas and Images.

As you reflect on this week’s message, there are many ideas and images on which you can reflect.  Proverbs 30 speaks as powerfully with the images upon which it draws as the explanations it gives.  Further, we had the opportunity to look at the painting by Matt Olsen which depicts the wide path leading to foolish destruction and the narrow path leading to wisdom and blessing.  Use these ideas and images to help you describe yourself in terms of living skillfully according to the biblical wisdom tradition.
For example:

· If you were to place yourself on the painting of the two paths, where would you be?

· What principles about the two paths were made clear by the painting?  

· How do you relate to the confession of Agur in Proverbs 30:1-3?  Are you totally clueless when it comes to the biblical wisdom tradition?  Are you humbly recognizing your need for development in living skillfully?  

· Were you helped by the way Agur focused attention on God and God’s Word in verses 4-6?  Does your humble recognition of the need for wisdom draw you toward a better understanding of God?  Or does it sometimes push you away from God (perhaps in recognition of your own unworthiness)?

· How were the emphasis on not being greedy and the images of things that are never satisfied (verses 7-16) helpful to you?    Does your humility regarding wisdom lead you to prayer for your daily bread?
· What ideas or images about maintaining respect for God’s order (verses 17-31) really got your attention?

· Did the challenge for repentance (verses 32-33) motivate you to take any corrective action?

It isn’t necessary to spend much time on each of these questions.  However, it is important to allow the passage to do its work and grab your attention where it is needed.  Pray for God to make clear the parts of this passage (or use the whole chapter) to give you the motivation and direction that you need to move toward the exemplary life of Proverbs 31.  You may even have to deal with some guilt that comes from recognition of a lack of humility, the presence of greed, or a tendency to disregard the order that God has ordained.

3.
2007.

These few weeks represent the beginning of a new calendar year.  It is a time for putting the right things in place and making adjustments in priorities and allocations of resources.  Use your Midweek discussion to be a time of helping one another to identify plans for making progress in skillful living.  This may mean dealing with personal and unique situations.  However, it should mean helping one another to take advantage of the opportunities provided by ORC.  
· Do you need to make a better commitment to participation in Midweek?  This is not just a question of attendance, but engagement in the group and with its leaders.

· Is it time to take (or re-take) the First Principles?  The Sunday morning group led by George will start a new book this week.

· Should you join the new LifeN class on Sunday morning that will provide instruction and coaching for life development?  Or how should you proceed with using the 7th Priority Life Development portfolio?

· How should your household proceed with The Skillful Life tool that Jeff distributed at the end of the Artisanship series?  
· As parents, are there places in which you need to engage more in the development of your children?  This may mean participation in the Parenting with a Plan course or engagement along with the instruction being provided by Sunday morning teachers and/or youth group leaders.

The point is that each of us needs to be responsive to God’s Word (the call for living skillfully according to the biblical wisdom tradition) and the opportunities provided by ORC as a community mandated by God for the development of His people.  Use your Midweek discussion and relationships as a hub for what God wishes to do next with you and your group.
